
ACCESS Model

• Tests a new payment approach for managing chronic disease in Original Medicare.
• Shifts from paying for individual services to paying for measurable patient outcomes.
• Encourages technology-supported, clinician-guided care.

ADVANCING CHRONIC CARE WITH EFFECTIVE, SCALABLE SOLUTIONS

Medicare's Next Payment Innovation

EFFECTIVE JULY 5, 2026

Focus Conditions:
• Hypertension
• Diabetes
• Obesity

• Chronic Musculoskeletal Pain 
• Chronic Kidney Disease
• Depression & Anxiety



What ACCESS means for Skilled Nursing Providers
Although ACCESS does not change Skilled Nursing Facility benefits, 
it signals where Medicare reimbursement is heading:

• Telehealth & digital therapeutics                                                              
• Chronic disease management after discharge
• Preventing avoidable hospital readmissions
• Measurable patient outcomes

• Technology-enabled care 
• Care coordination across providers                                                                                   
• Remote patient monitoring

Expect Greater Emphasis on:

OPPORTUNITY FOR SNFs
Facilities that effectively coordinate transitions of care and document 
positive patient outcomes will be better positioned as Medicare 
increasingly rewards value rather than volume.



Medicare Will Cover:
Home safety evaluations

Cognitive assessments

Care planning

Hospital stays
Prescriptions

(if patient has Part D coverage)

Services related to other health 
conditions, such as rehab

“Does Medicare cover At-Home Care for 
Alzheimer patients?”

Non-Medical Services 

Answer: Only if homebound + deemed essential



Guiding an 
Improved 
Dementia 
Experience
GUIDE 
Program Model
Information for Patients 
& Caregivers

What is GUIDE?

Services for people living with dementia & their caregivers



Patient Example

Guiding an 
Improved 
Dementia 
Experience

Services customized to meet 
individual needs and goals

Care that respects individual 
backgrounds & values

GUIDE 
Program Model
Information for Patients 
& Caregivers


