
Voting in 2020

Laura Quigg

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Celebrating a Century



• Neighbors helping neighbors find their voices to shape our future
• 100 years old, beginning with the Women’s Suffrage Movement
• Encouraging informed & active participation in government
• Non-partisan - focus on Issues, not parties or political candidates

• LWV neither supports nor opposes political candidates or parties
• Using education and advocacy to influence public policy
• Membership-based - Join us!  Go to lwvnyc.org to learn more

The League of Women Voters in New York 
City Is…

https://my.lwv.org/new-york/city-new-york


• Who is the League of Women Voters of NYC?
• Important Dates
• Useful Resources for NYC Voting
• Registering to Vote
• Absentee Voting
• Early Voting
• Your Voting Plan
• Affidavit Ballot
• Census2020

Agenda



• Voter Registration Deadlines:
• Postmarked by 10/09 (25 days prior), received by 10/14

• Early Voting:   nine (9) days before every election in NY
• Saturday 10/24 - Sunday 11/01; times differ each day

• Deadline to request Absentee Ballot:
• By mail:  10/27 - 7 days before Election Day
• In-person:  11/02 - 1 day before Election Day

• Deadline to return an Absentee Ballot
• By mail:  postmarked by 11/03, received by 11/10
• In person:  by 9:00pm on Election Day, Tuesday 11/03

2020 General Election: Tuesday, Nov. 3rd



Basics (register to vote, check your poll site):
Rock the Vote:  www.rockthevote.org
Headcount:  www.headcount.org/

Look up who is on your ballot:
Vote411:  www.vote411.org/
Who’s on the Ballot http://whosontheballot.org/
Ballotpedia:  ballotpedia.org/Main_Page
• has a wealth of election information

Useful Resources for Voting in USA

http://www.rockthevote.org/
http://www.headcount.org/
https://www.vote411.org/
http://whosontheballot.org/
https://ballotpedia.org/Main_Page


NYC Board of Elections:
vote.nyc & 1-866-VOTE-NYC
• Voter lookup:  www.vote.nyc/page/am-i-registered

• Or call 1-866-868-3692
• How to register to vote
• Apply for an absentee ballot
• Find your Election Day poll site and hours, your early voting poll site 

and hours, look up your elected officials: nyc.pollsitelocator.com/
• View election results
• And much more

Useful Resources for NYC Voting

https://www.vote.nyc/
http://www.vote.nyc/page/am-i-registered
https://nyc.pollsitelocator.com/search




NY State Board of Elections: www.elections.ny.gov

NYC Campaign Finance Board - NYCvotes: www.nyccfb.info/nyc-votes

League of Women Voters of NYC:  www.lwvnyc.org
• Telephone Information Service  212-725-3541
• Education, information, including any ballot initiatives

• E.g. 2021 - Ranked Choice Voting for city offices

Useful Resources for Voting in NYC

https://www.elections.ny.gov/
http://www.nyccfb.info/nyc-votes
http://www.lwvnyc.org/


• Voter Registration Training Guide

• How to register to vote in NYC*
• Guide to voting by absentee ballot in NYC 

• How to register to vote through the DMV

• How to check your registration*
*In both English and Spanish

https://my.lwv.org/new-york/city-new-york/tool-
kits/voter-education-tool-kit

LWVNYC’s Voter Education Toolkit:
lwvnyc.org

https://my.lwv.org/new-york/city-new-york/tool-kits/voter-education-tool-kit


NYC Board of Elections:  vote.nyc
• or call 1-866-VOTE-NYC

Voter lookup:  www.vote.nyc/page/am-i-registered
• or call 1-866-868-3692

If not, register with your current information

Starting Point:  
Look up your registration - is it current?

https://www.vote.nyc/
http://www.vote.nyc/page/am-i-registered


2 Ways to Register to Vote in NYC
• NYC Votes Turbovote:  nycvotes.turbovote.org
• Fully online: currently, only online way is through the DMV: 

dmv.ny.gov/mydmv/
• Requires having updated NYS drivers’ license, permit, or non-drivers ID

• Paper Form - most common
• Download and print your own from NYC Board of Elections:  vote.nyc
• Pick up from a BOE office

https://nycvotes.turbovote.org/
https://dmv.ny.gov/mydmv/mydmv
http://www.vote.nyc/


NY Voter Registration Form
Catch-all form for all purposes:

• Register to vote for the first time ever 
OR first time anywhere in NY state

• Update your name OR address for your 
voter registration

• Become a member of a political party

• Change your political party affiliation

• ‘Pre-register’ to vote if you are 16 or 17 
years of age



• Citizen of the United States

• 18 years old by election day to vote 

Ø 18 before the end of the year to register

Ø Pre-registration for 16- and 17-year olds

• Not be in prison or on parole for a felony conviction (unless 
parole pardoned or restored rights of citizenship)

• Not claim a right to vote elsewhere

• Not found to be incompetent by a court

NY State Eligibility Requirements



Registering to vote

• Use it to register anywhere in NYS, but for fastest 
processing take form to Central NYC BOE office:     
32 Broadway, Manhattan



Registration Form: Questions 1-7

• If there is an error, do not cross it out à start a NEW form
• Encourage people to give at least one: email or phone #



Manhattan - New York County
Bronx - Bronx County
Brooklyn - Kings County
Queens - Queens County
Staten Island - Richmond County

Registration Form:  
Questions 8 & 9

• If BOE registration confirmation postcard comes 
back to the BOE undeliverable, the individual is 
not registered and must call 1-866-VOTE-NYC



Registration Form: Questions 10-13

• Voters who miss last 5 years of voting will be made “inactive” and must 
reregister
• If unsure, fill it out - no penalty for duplicate registrations!

• Qu. #13: avoid problems later by using one of 1st two options (DMV or SSN)



• LWV urges all NY voters to enroll in the political party of their choice 
• New York state has a ’closed primary’ system = you have to be 

a member of that party to vote in its primary elections
• Registering with one of the two main parties that hold primaries 

allows voters to vote twice as much each year because they can 
vote in that party’s primary elections
• Primary elections are where many of the real electoral 

choices and voter influence are in NYC!

Vote and the Choice is Yours;
Don’t Vote and the Choice is Theirs.

Registration Form:
Choosing a Political Party – Question 14



Registration Form:  Questions 14, 15, 16

• Qu. #14:  Independence Party ≠ No party
• Qu. #16:  voter must sign and date in own hand



Back of 
the Form
• NYC Board 

of Election 
offices

• Postage is 
prepaid and 
already 
addressed



Absentee 
Voting
• Apply for an 

absentee ballot with 
the BOE: deadline 
10/27 via mail, 11/2 
in person

• On-line, by email or 
using a paper form 
vote.nyc OR call 1-
866-VOTE-NYC
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Neǁ York State !bsentee Ballot !pplicaƟon 
Please print clearlǇ͘ See deƚailed inƐƚƌƵcƟŽnƐ͘ 

This applicaƟon mƵst either be personallǇ deliǀered to ǇoƵr coƵntǇ board of elecƟons not 
later than the daǇ before the elecƟon͕ or postmarked bǇ a goǀernmental postal serǀice 
not later than ϳth daǇ before elecƟon daǇ͘ The ballŽƚ iƚƐelf mƵƐƚ eiƚheƌ be ƉeƌƐŽnallǇ 
deliǀeƌed ƚŽ ƚhe bŽaƌd Žf elecƟŽnƐ nŽ laƚeƌ ƚhan ƚhe clŽƐe Žf ƉŽllƐ Žn elecƟŽn daǇ͕ Žƌ 
ƉŽƐƚmaƌked bǇ a gŽǀeƌnmenƚal ƉŽƐƚal Ɛeƌǀice nŽƚ laƚeƌ ƚhan ƚhe daǇ befŽƌe ƚhe elecƟŽn and 
ƌeceiǀed nŽ laƚeƌ ƚhan ƚhe ϳƚh daǇ afteƌ ƚhe elecƟŽn͘ 

BOARD USE ONLY: 

ToZn/Cit\/Ward/Dist: 

Registration No: ____________________ 

Part\: ____________________________ 

� voted in office

ϭ͘ I am reqƵesƟng͕ in good faith͕ an absentee ballot dƵe to ;check one reasonͿ͗
��abƐence fƌŽm cŽƵnƚǇ Žƌ Neǁ YŽƌk �iƚǇ Žn elecƟŽn daǇ 
��ƚemƉŽƌaƌǇ illneƐƐ Žƌ ƉhǇƐical diƐabiliƚǇ
� Ɖeƌmanenƚ illneƐƐ Žƌ ƉhǇƐical diƐabiliƚǇ
��dƵƟeƐ ƌelaƚed ƚŽ ƉƌimaƌǇ caƌe Žf Žne Žƌ mŽƌe

indiǀidƵalƐ ǁhŽ aƌe ill Žƌ ƉhǇƐicallǇ diƐabled

��ƌeƐidenƚ Žƌ ƉaƟenƚ Žf a VeƚeƌanƐ Healƚh
!dminiƐƚƌaƟŽn HŽƐƉiƚal

��deƚenƟŽn in jailͬƉƌiƐŽn͕ aǁaiƟng ƚƌial͕ aǁaiƟng
acƟŽn bǇ a gƌand jƵƌǇ͕ Žƌ in ƉƌiƐŽn fŽƌ a cŽnǀicƟŽn
Žf a cƌime Žƌ ŽffenƐe ǁhich ǁaƐ nŽƚ a felŽnǇ

Ϯ͘ abƐenƚee ballŽƚ;ƐͿ ƌeƋƵeƐƚed fŽƌ ƚhe fŽllŽǁing elecƟŽn;ƐͿ ͗
PƌimaƌǇ ElecƟŽn ŽnlǇ ��Geneƌal ElecƟŽn ŽnlǇ ��� SƉecial ElecƟŽn ŽnlǇ

ͺͺͺͬͺͺͺͺͺͬͺͺͺͺͺ abƐence endƐ͗ ͺͺͺͺͺͬͺͺͺͺͺͬͺͺͺͺͺ��!nǇ elecƟŽn held beƚǁeen ƚheƐe daƚeƐ͗  abƐence beginƐ͗ ͺͺ 

ϯ͘ 
laƐƚ name Žƌ ƐƵƌname fiƌƐƚ name middle iniƟal ƐƵffiǆ 

ϰ͘ 
daƚe Žf biƌƚh 

ͺͺͺͺͺ ͬͺͺͺͺͺ ͬͺͺͺͺͺ 

cŽƵnƚǇ ǁheƌe ǇŽƵ liǀe ƉhŽne nƵmbeƌ ;ŽƉƟŽnalͿ email ;ŽƉƟŽnalͿ 

ϱ͘ NY 
addƌeƐƐ ǁheƌe ǇŽƵ liǀe ;ƌeƐidenceͿ Ɛƚƌeeƚ aƉƚ ciƚǇ ǌiƉ cŽde Ɛƚaƚe 

ϲ͘ 

Ɛƚƌeeƚ nŽ͘    Ɛƚƌeeƚ name  aƉƚ͘   ciƚǇ Ɛƚaƚe ǌiƉ cŽde 

DeliǀeƌǇ Žf PƌimaƌǇ ElecƟŽn �allŽƚ ;check ŽneͿ ��Deliǀeƌ ƚŽ me in ƉeƌƐŽn aƚ ƚhe bŽaƌd Žf elecƟŽnƐ
��I aƵƚhŽƌiǌe ;giǀe nameͿ͗ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ ƚŽ Ɖick ƵƉ mǇ ballŽƚ aƚ ƚhe bŽaƌd Žf elecƟŽnƐ͘
��Mail ballŽƚ ƚŽ me aƚ͗ ;mailing addƌeƐƐͿ 

ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ

ϳ͘ DeliǀeƌǇ Žf Geneƌal ;Žƌ SƉecialͿ ElecƟŽn �allŽƚ ;check ŽneͿ ��Deliǀeƌ ƚŽ me in ƉeƌƐŽn aƚ ƚhe bŽaƌd Žf elecƟŽnƐ
�� ͺI aƵƚhŽƌiǌe ;giǀe nameͿ͗ ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ ƚŽ Ɖick ƵƉ mǇ ballŽƚ aƚ ƚhe bŽaƌd Žf elecƟŽnƐ͘
��Mail ballŽƚ ƚŽ me aƚ͗ ;mailing addƌeƐƐͿ 

ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ
Ɛƚƌeeƚ nŽ͘    Ɛƚƌeeƚ name  aƉƚ͘   ciƚǇ Ɛƚaƚe ǌiƉ cŽde 

!pplicant MƵst Sign Beloǁ
I ceƌƚifǇ ƚhaƚ I am a ƋƵalified and a ƌegiƐƚeƌed ;and fŽƌ ƉƌimaƌǇ͕ enƌŽlledͿ ǀŽƚeƌ͖ and ƚhaƚ ƚhe infŽƌmaƚiŽn in ƚhiƐ aƉƉlicaƚiŽn iƐ 
ƚƌƵe and cŽƌƌecƚ and ƚhaƚ ƚhiƐ aƉƉlicaƚiŽn ǁill be acceƉƚed fŽƌ all ƉƵƌƉŽƐeƐ aƐ ƚhe eƋƵiǀalenƚ Žf an affidaǀiƚ and͕ if iƚ cŽnƚainƐ a 
maƚeƌial falƐe Ɛƚaƚemenƚ͕ Ɛhall ƐƵbjecƚ me ƚŽ ƚhe Ɛame ƉenalƚieƐ aƐ if I had been dƵlǇ ƐǁŽƌn͘ 

Sign Here͗ Xͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ Date ͺͺͺͺͬͺͺͺͺͬͺͺͺͺ

ϴ͘ 

If aƉƉlicanƚ iƐ Ƶnable ƚŽ Ɛign becaƵƐe Žf illneƐƐ͕ ƉhǇƐical diƐabiliƚǇ Žƌ inabiliƚǇ ƚŽ ƌead͕ ƚhe fŽllŽǁing Ɛƚaƚemenƚ 
mƵƐƚ be eǆecƵƚed͗ �Ǉ mǇ maƌk͕ dƵlǇ ǁiƚneƐƐed heƌeƵndeƌ͕ I heƌebǇ Ɛƚaƚe ƚhaƚ I am Ƶnable ƚŽ Ɛign mǇ aƉƉlicaͲ
ƟŽn fŽƌ an abƐenƚee ballŽƚ ǁiƚhŽƵƚ aƐƐiƐƚance becaƵƐe I am Ƶnable ƚŽ ǁƌiƚe bǇ ƌeaƐŽn Žf mǇ illneƐƐ Žƌ ƉhǇƐical 
diƐabiliƚǇ Žƌ becaƵƐe I am Ƶnable ƚŽ ƌead͘  I haǀe made͕ Žƌ haǀe ƚhe aƐƐiƐƚance in making͕ mǇ maƌk in lieƵ Žf 
mǇ ƐignaƚƵƌe͘ ;NŽ ƉŽǁeƌ Žf aƩŽƌneǇ Žƌ ƉƌeƉƌinƚed name ƐƚamƉƐ allŽǁed͘ See deƚailed inƐƚƌƵcƟŽnƐ͘Ϳ 

Daƚe ͺͺͺͬͺͺͺͬͺͺͺ  Name Žf VŽƚeƌ͗ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ Maƌk͗ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ 

I͕ ƚhe ƵndeƌƐigned͕ heƌebǇ ceƌƟfǇ ƚhaƚ ƚhe abŽǀe named ǀŽƚeƌ affiǆed hiƐ Žƌ heƌ maƌk ƚŽ ƚhiƐ aƉƉlicaƟŽn in mǇ ƉƌeƐͲ
ence and I knŽǁ him Žƌ heƌ ƚŽ be ƚhe ƉeƌƐŽn ǁhŽ affiǆed hiƐ Žƌ heƌ maƌk ƚŽ Ɛaid aƉƉlicaƟŽn and ƵndeƌƐƚand ƚhaƚ 
ƚhiƐ Ɛƚaƚemenƚ ǁill be acceƉƚed fŽƌ all ƉƵƌƉŽƐeƐ aƐ ƚhe eƋƵiǀalenƚ Žf an affidaǀiƚ and if iƚ cŽnƚainƐ a maƚeƌial falƐe 
Ɛƚaƚemenƚ͕ Ɛhall ƐƵbjecƚ me ƚŽ ƚhe Ɛame ƉenalƟeƐ aƐ if I had been dƵlǇ ƐǁŽƌn͘ 

ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ 
ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ ;ƐignaƚƵƌe Žf ǁiƚneƐƐ ƚŽ maƌkͿ 
;addƌeƐƐ Žf ǁiƚneƐƐ ƚŽ maƌkͿ BRaUd UVe OQl\ 

2015 AbVeQWee BallRW ASSlicaWiRQ 

DDͬ��ͬzzzz DDͬ��ͬzzzz

DDͬ��ͬzzzz

DDͬ��ͬzzzz

DDͬ��ͬzzzz

https://vote.nyc/


Absentee Voting
• Ballots will be mailed out beginning 9/18
• When you receive the ballot, complete it and 

then either
• Mail it via USPS to the BOE in your borough, 

postmarked by 11/03 OR
• Hand deliver it to the BOE in your borough 

(yourself or through a trusted source) OR
• Hand deliver it to a poll site in your borough 

during Early Voting or on Election Day 
(yourself or through a trusted source) –

• New! Dropboxes



Absentee Voting – Tracking

• After you apply for an absentee ballot, 
you can track it

• Search by confirmation code or by voter 
information

• Works for both paper and electronic 
applications



Absentee Voting – New Legislation on 
Challenges

• Voters must receive notice if their ballot is being 
challenged because of an issue with their signature or 
witness declaration

• Voters would be alerted by email, phone and/or mail 
depending on the ability of personal information

• Voters have 5 days to respond to address the challenge in 
the 2020 election, 7 days after that 



Early Voting
• First used in NY in November 2019 election
• When to vote early:

• Any of the nine (9) scheduled days prior to each Election Day:
• Before every Election Day:  two weekends plus the week in between 
OR The 10 days before minus the Monday before E-Day

• Early Voting poll sites differ from Election Day poll sites!
• Look up your poll site and hours: nyc.pollsitelocator.com
• Just like on Election Day, you may only vote at your designated poll site
• Times vary by day: early morning, daytime, and evening hours all 

available but on different days
• Early voting = socially distanced voting

https://nyc.pollsitelocator.com/search


Voting Plan: Which option is best for you?
• You definitely need to vote by absentee ballot

• You are not sure if you will need to vote by absentee ballot - it will 
depend on your situation and local public health conditions.

• You prefer to go to the polls in person, and feel confident that you will 
be able to do so, consider voting early.

• You want or need to vote in person on Election Day

Let’s take a look at each of these in detail



1. You need to vote by absentee ballot
• Apply for an absentee ballot ASAP (before October 27th)

• Call 1-866-VOTE-NYC or online: https://nycabsentee.com/
• For COVID-19, even if you have never been sick, use “Temporary Illness”

• When you get the absentee ballot in the mail
• Follow the instructions carefully (ask questions as you need to)
• Fill it out, sign and date it, and and seal it (NO glue or tape)

• Return the completed ballot:
• NOTE: Someone else can mail or hand-deliver your ballot for you

• Schedule this in advance with a trusted person
• Hand-Delivery to either 

• Board of Elections office in your borough/county
• Poll site, including early voting poll sites, in your borough/county

• Mail (postage is not included)
• Must be postmarked by Monday, November 2nd

https://nycabsentee.com/


2. You are unsure if you will need to vote by 
absentee ballot
For you, it will depend on your situation and local public health 
conditions.

Follow all the absentee instructions previous slide, but if:
1.The absentee ballot is slow in coming, and/or
2.You are uncomfortable with the process for completing and/or 

returning the ballot, AND
3.You feel able…

Consider voting early!



3. Vote Early: you prefer to go to the polls in-
person, but want to avoid crowds
Early Voting is much less crowded than voting on Election Day
• Early voting is available nine days before Election Day - the two 

weekends before and the week in between, but not the Monday 
before Election Day
• For 2020: October 24th – November 1st

• Information is on the BOE website vote.nyc
• Hours vary by day, with early morning and evening hours
• Early Voting poll sites usually differ from Election Day poll sites

• Must wear a mask inside all BOE poll sites & offices

https://vote.nyc/


4. In-Person on Election Day

• Make sure your registration is current; if not re-register with the 
current information

• Look up your poll site
• Information is on the BOE website vote.nyc

• Polls are open 6:00am – 9:00pm
• Must wear a mask inside all BOE poll sites and offices
• Leave extra time – lines can get long!
• Never leave without voting, even if it’s after the poll closing time

https://vote.nyc/


• For registered voters who go to the correct poll site BUT 
for some reason they are not provided a paper ballot, 
never leave without voting

ààà Ask to vote on an affidavit ballot ßßß

• Saying this term is legally triggering: poll workers must 
allow you to cast your vote via affidavit

Affidavit Ballots  (Just in Case)



One more thing:  Census 2020
• The Census population count is what determines how much of the ~ $1 trillion in 

Federal funding for critical social, health, education, and infrastructure programs 
each state gets for the next ten years

• Determines allocation of representatives in Congress and state and local offices
• Answers are completely confidential as revealing any information is a felony
• To respond go to My2020census.gov or 844-330-2020

• Anyone who left NYC temporarily should respond to the census based on their 
“usual residence” – where they normally would have been on April 1st, 2020

• Use your address if you don’t have a CensusID
• Some households received a paper form, but everyone can do it online

• Follow up door-knocking begin August 11; count ends September 30, 2020

LWVNYC Census & Redistricting Committee: census@lwvnyc.org

https://my2020census.gov/
https://my.lwv.org/sites/default/files/leagues/city-new-york/fillingoutcensusformincorporatingsecondhomes.pdf
mailto:census@lwvnyc.org
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